
Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA 

Policy on Evangelisation, Politics & Welfare Activities and Development

Adopted by Management Committee in December 2002.

This Policy should be read in conjunction with the Policy on Partnerships, Alliances and Strategic Networks.

Preamble

Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA recognises that its partners vary in their own capacity, motivations and objectives.  Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA recognises partners may come from a range of religious, political and ideological backgrounds and opinions.  In some instances Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA and its partners advocate or campaign around a range of human and workers rights issues, including advocacy with politicians from a range of Australian political parties.

Policy
In undertaking partnerships, alliances and projects Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA will aim to ensure that:

Evangelisation:

· People can benefit from and participate on a non-discriminatory needs basis, irrespective of religious belief, ethnicity, ideology or political allegiance.

· Partners will not undertake or resource religious evangelistic activities nor seek to convert beneficiaries or participants to any religious beliefs in any joint partner programs.

Politics:

· Partners will not undertake or resource any project activities of a party political nature in any Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA supported programs.  Projects may encourage political and trade union participation and build the capacity of advocacy organisations or broad liberation or social change movements.  Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA cannot resource projects which seek to influence participants to affiliate to a particular political party, or adopt its program or projects that are designed to benefit one particular party or particular politicians.

Welfare:

· Projects aim to resource and train participants from disadvantaged communities for self-reliance and self-determination, within a strategic development framework.  Projects cannot provide on-going care and welfare support which will maintain individual beneficiaries in a dependent situation except in specific contexts of emergency relief interventions and programs for refugee populations.

Relations between Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA and its partners should be equitable and demonstrate mutual respect and integrity.  Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA aims to work in a manner that:

· values long term partnerships and the retention by the partner organisations of control, ownership of assets, education materials, skills development, project processes, reporting and evaluation.

· supports and involves local people in leadership roles and as advocates.

· promotes common understanding and solidarity.
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