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ASBESTOS GLOBAL CONSUMPTION

All six types of asbestos are proven Class 1 carcinogens. If humans are exposed via breathing
fibre into their lungs there is a risk of developing asbestos-related diseases.

Asbestos-related diseases

« Lung cancer

« Mesothelioma

» Asbestosis

« Ovarian cancer

« Laryngeal cancer

« Pleural diseases such as pleural plaques

Most exposure occurs through work but can also be in the home or community. Asbestos
diseases are responsible for more than half of all occupational diseases globally each
year, causing 211,000 deaths from work exposure annually, according to WHO/ILO.

Chrysotile or white asbestos makes up over 90% of trade among all the types, over the last
century.

WHO HAS BANNED ALL TYPES OF ASBESTO0S?

As of June 2024, 70 countries and territories have banned all types of asbestos. Many others
don’t use it. Cambodia has announced a ban for 2025.
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WHO REMAINS PRODUCING IT?

The remaining countries that still mine asbestos commercially are:

» Russia (the largest producer)
« Kazakhstan

« China

« Brazil

« Zimbabwe.

TRENDS IN ASBESTOS CONSUMPTION

Three key trends are clear in asbestos consumption in recent decades:

It's a dying industry

Since the peak of its use in the 1980s, asbestos consumption has
reduced by 75% globally, from almost 5 million tonnes to 1.3 million
tonnes in 2022. Many countries have banned its use and import, while
others are phasing it out as its highly hazardous nature has become more
widely known and safer alternatives have been developed for all products
that previously contained asbestos.

Key producers are using less and exporting more

Producer countries are using less asbestos and exporting more to the
< remaining countries that have not banned it or have weak regulations.
. ’ Examples include Russia, China, and Brazil.

Consumption is now largely restricted to Asia

Over the last 30 years, Asia has become the dominant consumer of
asbestos, increasing its share from just over 20% of global consumption in
1990 to 65% by 2020. In 2022, five countries dominate consumption: India
with over 400,000 tonnes, China with approximately 280,000 tonnes,
Russia with 220,000 tonnes, and Indonesia and Uzbekistan with 100,000
tonnes each. These five countries now consume 85% of the total global
asbestos fibre.

www.apheda.org.au




Union Aid Abroad APHEDA

The global justice organisation of the Australian union movement

Asbestos consumption trend
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WHAT’" S HAPPENING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA?

In Southeast Asia, Indonesia is the largest consumer by volume, followed by Thailand and
Vietnam, with the Philippines, Malaysia, Laos, and Myanmar also remaining consumers at lower
levels. Singapore has banned asbestos in construction since 1989. Brunei has fully banned all
types of asbestos. Regarding consumption per capita, Laos in 2013 was the highest consumer
globally at 1.3 kg per head.
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Asbestos-related diseases

Asbestos-related diseases often appear many years after exposure to the fibre. For example, it
may take 20-40 years to develop related cancers. Current rates of asbestos disease in
Southeast Asia reflect consumption patterns from the end of the last century. According to the
Global Burden of Disease study, Thailand, Vietnam, and Cambodia were estimated to have the
highest rates of disease in 2019. Indonesia and Laos are expected to see rapidly increasing
disease rates given their increased consumption patterns over the last two decades.

As the consumption of asbestos has shifted dramatically this century to Asia from the rest of the
world, then the burden of asbestos disease cases will shift to Asia in coming decades

dramatically.
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